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The nature of the third millennium B.C. urban tradition in northeastern Syria has been in the forefront 

of our interest and research strategy in the excavations at Mozan in the Khabur triangle. Soundings conducted 

during the first two seasons (1984 and 1985), and regular excavations in the subsequent seasons (1986 and 

1987) have revealed a remarkably homogeneous third millennium occupation characterized by exceptional 

architectural and artifactual remains. I wish to present here the most significant sculptural object discovered 

thus far, a small double-sided stele (pl. 26). It is a great pleasure for me to publish this original and important 

work in honor of Helene Kantor who first introduced me to the world of ancient Near Eastern art; through 

her insights and enthusiasm she sparked my interest in the third millennium which now has led me to Mozan. 

In order to place the Mozan stele in its archaeological context. I am first describing briefly the scope of our 

work there. 

An initial surface survey was conducted on both the High Mound and the Outer City of ~ 0 z a n . l  A 

survey also was made in the first two seasons of sites in the Wadi ~ a r a h . ~  A survey in this area was of 

particular interest for two reasons: 1) it is in the section of the Khabur triangle most likely to be the location 

of Urkish, the major Hurrian city in this area, and 2) it is on the strategic trade route via the Mardin pass into 

the ore rich Ergani mining area and the main route to the Keban and surrounding dismcts. It is also in one of 

the principal water courses in northeastern Syria, the Wadi Darah, and thus was a focal point for the east-west 

trade route from Mesopotamia to the Mediterranean coast. While the 'wadi Dara had previously been 

surveyed> our survey turned up a number of additional sites in this area. Further it was determined that in this 

1. The Outer City survey was conducted by Dr. Judith Thompson-Miragliuolo. 

2. This survey was conducted by Guy Bunnens and Arlette Roobaert now of the University of Melbourne. I wish to 
thank Ciorgio Buccellati for his many perceptive suggestions in our discussions of this monument both in Mozan and 
afterward. He and William Shelby both read and contributed to various drafts of this manuscript; I also benefitted 
greatly fkom discussions of this stele with Pauline Albenda. 

3. T. E. Davidson and H. McKerrell. "Pottery Analysis and Halaf Period Trade in the Khabur Headwaters Region," 
Iraq 38 (1976): 45-56. 
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